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Chinese Buddhist Scriptures and Research on Yang Xiong's Fangyan
—A Discussion of the Relationship of Form, Sound and Meaning of Dialect Words

Dong Zhiqgiao

Abstract: In the research of Yang Xiong’'s Fangyan, or Dialects, it is often difficult to find actual
documentary evidences for some of the dialect words(the actual cases of usage in historical documents). There
are two main reasons: Firstly, researchers of the past only focused on the classical Chinese literature, while
the dialect words in Fangyan generally appeared in the folk literature (fang 77 is often collectively referred to
as fangsu J7 7, but on most important occasions people always advocated the use of elegant words instead
dialect words), therefore it’s necessary to focus on the medical books, agricultural books, historical books,
diaries and accounts, and novels etc. especially the Chinese Buddhist literature (including the Chinese
translation of Buddhist scriptures and Chinese Buddhist writings). Secondly, many dialect words have no
special equivalent Chinese characters (and they were usually recorded in homophones). In addition, the
dialect variants of some words in different regions often only have phonetic changes, which leads to different
forms of records. So when searching for examples in literature, we must break through the shackles of forms,
“treating with ears instead of eyes”, following the trajectory of “phonetic changes”, to discover the new word
forms.

Key words: Fangyan research; Folk literature; Chinese Buddhist scriptures; Phonetic research
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