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On What Bases Could a Critique Be Made?

Ding Sandong

Abstract: What is critique? On what bases could a critique be made? Based on Kant’s inspiration, this
article distinguishes between two types of critiques, namely, object-critique and self-critique. It is then argued
that we are able to critique a universal phenomenon or an idea on the basis of a rational conception of what
things authentically are or ideally should be by virtue of our faculty of reason, which has a normative force on
existing things; and that what idea or ideal is reasonable cannot be confirmed by simple introspective
reflection, but can only be justified through the actual joint reasoning of the self and the others.

Key words: critique; Kant; self-critique; rational normativity; self-reflection
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