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“Disappear” or ‘“Hide”: Discrimination of *“Civil Society”
in Marx’s Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844

Xu Miao

Abstract: The fact that Marx avoided talking about “civil society” in the Economic and Philosophical
Manuscripts of 1844, which inspired the representative insight that the concept of civil society is a
“disappeared category”. but from a holistic perspective that combines textual expression and textual content,
the concept of civil society is essentially “hidden” rather than “disappeared”. The “concealment” of the
concept of civil society mainly stems from the dual transformation of Marx’s research horizons and critical
methods: the change of research horizons from the state to civil society prompted Marx to realize that the reality
of civil society contains multiple historical aspects and theoretical implications. Marx deliberately “concealed”
the concept of civil society in order to innovate and reconstruct it. The use of the critical method of political
economics promoted Marx to consciously realize that it should go deep into civil society to carry out specific
and historical analysis, and this change of critical method leaves room for possibility and rationality for the
“concealment” of the concept of civil society. The “concealment” of the concept of civil society not only
represents a progressive orientation in the development of Marx’s thought, but also reflects the theoretical
quality of Marxism that is self-renewing and enriching in the continuous criticism of civil society.

Key words: Marx; Economic and Philosophical Manuscript of 1844; Civil society
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